EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EXECUTI VE ORDER W 102- 94

WHEREAS, California's rural area contains natural and devel oped resources
that contribute to the diversity, econonic well-being, and beauty of the
State; and

WHEREAS, California’ s rural area constitutes one of the great agriculture
centers of the United States and serves as a breadbasket to the world; and

WHEREAS, California's rural area constitutes ninety percent of
California’s land nmass and is honme to twenty percent of the State's
popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, nany groups, including federal, state, county, tribal, and | ocal
governnments, and the private sector, are active in rural econonic
devel oprent; and

WHEREAS, the State of California desires to create a partnership which
will assist rural areas nanage their growh and devel opment whil e preserving
nat ural resources and maxi m zi ng econoni c potential; and

WHEREAS, on April 1, 1992 | created the Governor's Task Force on Rura
Conpetitiveness to identify and recommend sol utions to problens facing rural
California; and

WHEREAS, My task force convened The California Rural Roundtable with over
t wo- hundred experts critical to rural California and held nine Town Hal
Meetings throughout rural California; and

WHEREAS, The Governor's Task Force oil Rural Conpetitiveness distilled
al rost 1,500 recommendations into 49 priority tasks;

VWHEREAS, the State of California seeks to further increase its awareness
of the issues facing rural California; and

NOW THEREFORE, |, PETE WLSON, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the power and authority vested in ne by the Constitution and
statutes of the State of California, do hereby issue this order to becone
ef fective i medi ately.

A Rural Affairs Liaison shall be designated within the Ofice, of
I ntergovernnmental Affairs, to assist rural areas of the state and to provide
access to State governnent, departnents and agenci es.

The California Rural Devel opment Council is hereby created and housed
within the Governor's Ofice Governnental Affairs.

1. The Council wll consist of representatives fromthe foll ow ng:

(a) State CGovernment,




(b) Local Governnent,

(c) Federal Government,

(d) Tribal Governnents,

(e) Private for-profit businesses doing business in rural California,

(f) Private nonprofit businesses doing business in rural California,

(g) Local comunity based organi zations, and

(h) the Public at large

The Council wll:

(a) work cooperatively with federal, state, county, local and triba
agencies as well as the private sector to establish a clearinghouse
for ideas and prograns, to strengthen and stabilize rural econom es;

(b) coordinate existing state rural assistance and devel opnent prograns;

(c) create job opportunities through enhanced utilization of agricultural
and forestry resources;

(d) inprove California's ability to qualify for federal assistance,
grants, and prograns earmarked for rural America,;

(e) develop a Rural G owh Strategy to ensure rural California is able to
create and sustain diversified economnies.

The Rural Affairs Liaison shall also provide staff assistance and support
to the Rural Devel opment Counci l

IN WTNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set ny hand and
caused the Geat Seal of the State of California
to be affixed this 16th day of August 1994.

Governor of California

ATTEST:

Acting Secretary of State




